September 16, 2008 

Town Board Minutes 

A Regular Meeting of the Town Board of the Town of Cortlandt was conducted on September 16, 2008 in the Vincent F. Nyberg Meeting Room of the Cortlandt Town Hall located at One Heady Street, Cortlandt Manor, NY (10567) with the following elected official and appointed staff in attendance: 
LINDA D. PUGLISI


Supervisor 

FRANCIS X. FARRELL

Councilmember 

ANN LINDAU


Councilmember 

JOHN E. SLOAN


Councilmember 

RICHARD BECKER

Councilmember 
Also present:



JO-ANN DYCKMAN 

Town Clerk 



THOMAS WOOD, ESQ.

Town Attorney 



GLENN CESTARO 


Comptroller 



EDWARD VERGANO 

DOTS, Director 

ROSEMARY BOYLE-LASHER
Assistant to the Director 

of DOTS 

KATHLEEN BURLESON

DES Director
CLAUDIA VAHEY 
Human Res. Coor. 

RENE BRACKEN 
Deputy Town Clerk 

* * * * * * * * * * 

MEETING CALLED TO ORDER 
Supervisor Puglisi called the meeting to order at 7:35 p.m.
* * * * * * * * * *

PLEDGE TO THE FLAG 

Supervisor Puglisi led all in attendance in a Pledge to the Flag. 

* * * * * * * * * *

SUPERVISOR’S PROCLAMATIONS AND REPORTS
“We Remember our Fallen Heroes who sacrificed their lives on 9/11/01.  We will never forget them and the four residents of Cortlandt who we lost on that tragic day - William Abrahamson,  Thomas Sinton,   James Oakley and Joseph Zuccala.”
Supervisor Puglisi acknowledged last Thursday as the 7th anniversary of September 11, 2001 and named the four Town of Cortlandt residents who lost their lives that day.  
She spoke of Family Fun Day being “bigger and better “ than any previous event and was a successful event. She thanked the sponsors and all the volunteers.

Supervisor Puglisi spoke of the new “Park and Ride” at Sprout Brook Park. The signage is up and the Town is all set to go. The Town is not liable for the vehicles and the Town is looking elsewhere to have a second one if this one is successful.  

Construction is on its way for the Youth Center and is on schedule.  The Town will have the Grand Opening next year.

Senator Vincent Leibell and Assemblywoman Sandy Galef were introduced and Sandy Galef spoke of a resolution passed on June 23 regarding protecting the Carner Blue Butterfly, an endangered species, brought to attention by the efforts of Karina Frank. Senator Leibell spoke of it being very enjoyable and educational for them.  They then read the resolution which acknowledged Karina Frank, the student responsible for bringing this to the forefront to protect the butterfly.
SUPERVISOR’S REPORTS, (cont.)

Supervisor Puglisi commended Karina Frank for her efforts. She commented on the financial issues on Wall Street and thanked Senator Leibell and Assemblywoman Sandy Galef for their work.

The Annual Golf Tournament for the First Responders will be held on Tuesday, Oct. 14th at Hollowbrook Golf Course. Those interested were told to contact Ken Sherman in the Recreation Department to sign up. Proceeds are to go to the First Responder Volunteers.

She reminded everyone that school is open and to drive carefully.

Supervisor Puglisi then introduced Kathleen Burleson who spoke of an event on Oct 19th  called E- Waste Day (electronic waste) -TVs, stereos, phones, appliances, etc.  Residents are to bring to the Cortlandt Community Center from 9:00 a.m. til  4:00 p.m. all electronics and appliances and papers for shredding. The flyer is on the website and will be e-mailed to all the schools. 
* * * * * * * * * *

ROLL CALL 

On a roll call attendance was taken by Town Clerk Dyckman, all Town Board Members indicated their presence.  

* * * * * * * * * *
TOWN BOARD REPORTS 
Councilmember Sloan: “Go for the Green” tip of the month- addressed how one can wash clothes in cold water to save approximately $160 a year.  This, along with the other tips, can add up to a sizable savings, and a review of all the “Green Tips” will be done at the end of the year.
Councilmember Becker:  gave an update on Cortlandt Heating Oil Plan explaining that in the last 4 weeks plans have been put together and it is on the agenda tonight to form Cortlandt Heating Oil Plan. (CHOP).  A brochure will be sent out providing all the information needed including an application – the fee is $5 to join and the Town will need contact information of the residents.  The Town is meeting later this week with oil companies and a mailing will be going out. The Town hopes to have this in place by the beginning of October.  Information will be also posted on website and info will be given to the newspapers. Brochures will be available at Town Hall and the Senior Center. This is an entity set up through bulk purchasing and there will be an approximate savings of 20 cents per gallon savings; it will offer home energy audits and discounts on home maintenance of heating systems. Councilman Becker then thanked the Supervisor and other Board members, particularly Councilmember Lindau. He also noted that tonight there will also be the voting on the elimination of billboards to eliminate visual pollution.
Councilmember Lindau: On Sept. 7th she attended the inspection at Harmon Firehouse and honored Vincent Calcutti, a 50 yr. member of that company.  She also attended the breaking the fast of Ramadan put on by the American Muslim Woman’s Association which was very interesting and well worth attending. Councilmember Lindau suggested that this is perhaps a branch that could be added to the Town’s Diversity task force. Also, Councilmember Lindau urged residents to attend the 24th Annual Croton Rotary Classic and Collectible car show on Sept 28th at Croton Train Station.  This year a Supervisor’s trophy will be awarded.
TOWN BOARD REPORTS, (cont.)

Councilmember Farrell:  Commended Karina Frank on her accomplishments.  Also, one of the pleasures of sitting on the Board is to be invited to different functions and meeting with different people of interests and concerns. Councilman Farrell commented on how very informative and thoughtful the speech was and how he spoke of the common roots of the religions and how all are “members of the book” and spoke of need for interfaith understanding to promote community and harmony. He was grateful for opportunity to attend this meeting. Councilman Farrell asked Kathleen Burleson about whether the collection if batteries will be accepted to which Ms. Burleson answered yes and read the full list. He encouraged everyone to clear their houses and use the collection facility.
* * * * * * * * * *

APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES 

Councilmember Sloan moved that the minutes of the Regular Meeting of August 12, 2008, approved as presented by Town Clerk Dyckman.  Councilmember Becker seconded the motion and all voted AYE. 

* * * * * * * * * *

PUBLIC HEARINGS 

(All Public Hearings conducted at this meeting are to be found fully transcribed and entered into the Official Public Hearing Minute Book located in the Office of the Town Clerk.)

The following Public Hearing was conducted:  Reconvene a Public Hearing To Consider the Elimination of Billboards Within the Town.
Town Clerk Dyckman presented and read the Notice of Hearing as had been published in the official Town of Cortlandt newspaper. 

Supervisor Puglisi call the hearing to order at 8:05 p.m.  

DISCUSSION:
Tom Wood: Explained that this is a Local Law that would provide for the elimination of billboards within the Town as prescribed by State law over a period of years depending upon value of signs. They could be phased out as little 3 to a maximum of 10 years.  If adopted, the Director of Technical Services will notify each individual billboard owner as to the determination made by the Town with respect to the value in the length of years and there is the right to appeal that determination to the Town’s Zoning Board.
Supervisor Puglisi:  Asked it there was anyone from the community who would like to speak.
There was no one wishing to speak on the subject and a motion to Close the hearing at 8:06 p.m., adopt a Negative Declaration and adopt a Local Law was made by Councilmember Becker, seconded by Councilmember Lindau.  
All voted AYE.
RESOLUTION NO. 236-08 RE: NEGATIVE DECLARATION RE: ELIMINATION OF BILLBOARDS WITHIN THE TOWN.
LOCAL LAW 5-08: A LOCAL LAW FURTHER PROHIBITING BILLBOARDS WITHIN THE TOWN.
* * * * * * * * * *
HEARING OF CITIZENS, (AGENDA ITEMS ONLY)
NONE

* * * * * * * * * * 

BID REPORTS 

Councilmember Lindau moved that the following items be received and ordered filed and the resolution indicated be adopted.  Councilmember Farrell seconded the motion. 
1.
Reject Bids opened September 4th with respect to the Croton Avenue Wall; and authorize DOTS to re-bid same and revise the scope of the project.

2.
Receive and File Bids opened September 5th with respect to the Cortlandt Lake Dam; and Award the Contract for same.

RESOLUTION NO. 237-08 RE: REJECTION OF BIDS RECEIVED ON 

SEPTEMBER 4, 2008 FOR “CROTON AVENUE WALL (#626)- 2008”AND 

AUTHORIZE REBID.
RESOLUTION NO. 238-08 RE: AWARD OF CONTRACT TE 2008.05,

 “REHABILITATION OF CORTLANDT LAKE DAM- DAM NO. NY-085 
(REBID)”
* * * * * * * * * * 
REPORTS

July Report from the Water Division of DOTS and the Town Justices.

August, 2008 Report from the Purchasing Department, the Office for the Aging, the Water Division of DOTS, the Town Justices, the Receiver of Taxes, and the Town Clerk.

Discussion:  
Supervisor Puglisi: For those who live near Croton Avenue Wall, she stated it will be done eventually. It has been rebid a few times for fiscal reasons, and hope is that this one now will be good
The Cortlandt Lake Dam is paid for by the taxpayers in that district.

There was no discussion.  All voted AYE
* * * * * * * * * * 

OLD BUSINESS 
Councilmember Farrell moved that the following items be received and ordered filed.  Councilmember Sloan seconded the motion. 

Receive and File the following: 
1.
Reports from DES with respect to the following:


a) Broadie Street and Rancho Drive

b) Highland Drive; and authorize the installation of a “No Parking” sign     with respect to same.

c) Parking at 50 Wharton Drive.

OLD BUSINESS, (cont.)

2.
Letter from the Supervisor to the County Executive regarding the VA Facility and with the Town’s priorities and benefits for our Veterans.
Discussion:
Supervisor Puglisi:  Veteran’s affairs from Washington have had many proposals to downsize the VA facility. The Supervisor has gone to all meetings and has one mission, which is to keep benefits and medical services for our Veterans at this facility. The Town wants the major emphasis to be for Veterans and not for development.

All voted AYE
RESOLUTION NO. 239-08 RE: AMEND THE VEHICLE AND TRAFFIC CODE 

TO PROVIDE FOR NO PARKING ON HIGHLAND DRIVE.
* * * * * * * * * *
NEW BUSINESS 
Receive and File the following:  

1.
Requests from J. A. Vicente and June O’Dell with respect to the purchase of trailers at the Riveredge Trailer Park; and refer to the Town Attorney.

A motion to poll the board was made by Councilmember Farrell and seconded 

by Councilmember Lindau

Councilmember Sloan -Yes

Councilmember Becker - Abstain

Supervisor Puglisi - Yes

Councilmember Landau - Yes (prior to voting asked for clarification that this vote was not authorizing the purchase and was told it does not)
Councilmember Farrell - Yes

Motion was carried

2.
Letter from Raymond Reber with respect to permitting right on red at the intersection of Montrose Point Road and Kings Ferry Road; and refer to DES, DOTS and the Traffic Safety Committee.
3.
The following with respect to contaminated soil being used for the capping project at the Westchester County Sprout Brook Ash Residue Facility.


a) Letter from the Supervisor to the Commissioner of NYS DEC objecting to same.


b) Report from the Town’s Environmental Consultant stating contaminated material should not be used at this location.

4.
Report from the Town Assessor with respect to the reduction in NYS STAR Program.


Discussion: 
Supervisor Puglisi commented on the report that contaminated soil was going to be transported to Westchester County Sprout Brook Ash Pit and emphasized “over my dead body”- it will not happen. She wrote to various entities and the media. Supervisor Puglisi stated that the Ash Pit will be capped in 2009 but with 
NEW BUSINESS, (cont.)

clean, not contaminated soil. The soil is contaminated and it will not be allowed. Councilmember Farrell stated that after bearing the brunt of decades of the ash pit, it added insult to injury to say it would be capped with contaminated fill.
Supervisor Puglisi commented that the Town found out about it after reading in the media and that Town had retained an outside consultant to review the list of heavy metals and then verified that the soil is indeed contaminated. The decision to have Ash Pit in first place should never have been allowed in the first place.
All voted AYE.  
* * * * * * * * * *
RESOLUTIONS

(All resolutions adopted at this meeting are to be found attached to the end of the original document.) 

Councilmember Sloan moved that the following resolutions be adopted, seconded by Councilmember Becker:

RESOLUTION NO. 240-08 RE: APPOINT SEASONAL EMPLOYEES IN THE WATER DIVISION OF THE DEPARTMENT OF TECHNICAL SERVICES FOR THE YEAR 2008.
RESOLUTION NO. 241-08 RE: RESOLUTION WITH RESPECT WITH ESTABLISHING THE CORTLANDT HEATING OIL PLAN.
* * * * * * * * * *
RESOLUTION NO. 242-08 RE: OPENING THE TOWN OF CORTLANDT’S FIRST “PARK AND RIDE SITE”
* * * * * * * * * *
RESOLUTION NO. 243-08 RE: APPOINTMENT OF TOWN’S GENERAL LIABILITY INSURANDE AND PUBLIC OFFICIALS INSURANCE AGENT FOR 2008/2009.
* * * * * * * * * *
RESOLUTION NO.244-08 RE: APPOINT BENNETT KIELSON AND COMPANY AS TOWN AUDITORS FOR 2009-2012.
* * * * * * * * * *
RESOLUTION NO.245-08 RE: AUTHORIZING A PAYMENT TO THE CITY OF PEEKSKILL FOR THE DOGWOOD ROAD FIRE PROTECTION DISTRICT.
* * * * * * * * * *
RESOLUTION NO.246-08 RE: DENY A LOAD ONLY FIREWORKS PERMIT FOR GARDEN STATE FIREWORKS, INC.
8.  Authorize the following with respect to the Department of Technical Services:

RESOLUTION NO. 247-08 RE: AUTHORIZE DIRECTOR OF TECHNICAL SERVICES TO ENTER INTO CONTRACT WITH CESARINI CONSTRUCTION INC. FOR STABILIZATION OF BANKS OF DRAINAGE CHANNEL WITHIN TOWN EASEMENT
* * * * * * * * * *
RESOLUTIONS, (cont.)

RESOLUTION NO. 248-08 RE: AUTHORIZE DIRECTOR OF TECHNICAL SERVICES TO ENTER INTO CONTRACT WITH CESARINI CONSTRUCTION INC. FOR 7TH STREET OIL SEPARATING MANHOLD (STORMCEPTOR)
RESOLUTION NO. 249-08 RE: ADD MARY E. JAEHNIG TO LIST OF APPROVED WETLAND CONSULTANTS.
* * * * * * * * * *
RESOLUTION NO. 250-08 RE: SETTING A SCHEDULE OF PAYMENTS FOR THE PURCHASE OF TRAILERS FROM THE RIVER EDGE TRAILER PARK.
* * * * * * * * * *
DISCUSSION:
Councilmember Lindau asked for an explanation of the Trailer Park resolution and Tom Wood explained that as of July 1, 2006 upon death of James Martin, the residents had 10 years to remain at the trailer park and then leave. The Town proposed to purchase the trailers at $65,000 and reduce by $1000 each year, last 2 years no compensation. Councilman Farrell explained that the reason for this was so that the residents can have some money to relocate and the Town can gradually remove trailers so not to have 30-40 trailers to move all at once. Councilmember Lindau stated she would be voting against this resolution.
Voted AYE on previous resolutions
The Board was polled on this resolution.
Councilmember Sloan – YES
Councilmember Becker – YES

Supervisor Puglisi – YES
Councilmember Lindau - NO
Councilmember Farrell – YES

The Motion was passed
* * * * * * * * *
ADDITIONS TO THE AGENDA

Councilmember Becker moved that the following items of business be added to the agenda, that the correspondence be received and ordered filed and the resolutions be adopted.  Councilmember Lindau seconded the motion.  

Received and File the following: 

1.
Application for a Residential Reuse Special Permit with respect to Seven Oaks on the Boulevard: and refer to DOTS and the Legal Department.
2.
Request to reinstate parcels into the Westchester County located on Rt. 6; and forward same to Westchester County for their consideration.

3.
Memo from Councilwoman Lindau with respect to “Green Roofs”.

RESOLUTION NO. 251-08 RE: AUTHORIZE REQUEST FROM DEMETRI VOURLIOTIS TO  HAVE TOWN PARCELS REINSTATED IN THE PEEKSKILL SANITARY SEWER DISTRICT AND FORWARD SAME TO WESTCHESTER COUNTY FOR CONSIDERATION.

* * * * * * * * * *
RESOLUTION NO. 252-08 RE: APPOINT A PART-TIME NUTRITION DRIVER FOR THE MURIEL H. MORABITO COMMUNITY CENTER.
* * * * * * * * * *

RESOLUTIONS, (cont.)

RESOLUTION NO. 253-08 RE: ADOPT PARTS I, II & III OF THE FULL EAF, A POSITIVE DECLARATION AND A SCOPE FOR A DRAFT GENERIC ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT STATEMENT (DGEIS) FOR THE WATERFRONT ENHANCEMENT/WATERFRONT LIGHT INDUSTRIAL (WE/WLI) ZONING CHANGES.
* * * * * * * * * *
RESOLUTION NO. 254-08 RE: AUTHORIZE REFUND OF OVERESTIMATED WATER USAGE TO WILLIAM GEIS, JR.
* * * * * * * * * *
RESOLUTION NO. 255-08 RE: AUTHORIZE REFUND OF OVERESTIMATED WATER USAGE TO ALAN PERRY.
* * * * * * * * * *
RESOLUTION NO. 256-08 RE: SCHEDULE A SPECIAL TOWN BOARD MEETING FOR MONDAY SEPTEMBER 16, 2008 AT 7:00 PM.
There was no additional discussion.  All voted AYE.  

* * * * * * * * * *
BUDGET TRANSFERS
NONE
* * * * * * * * * *
REPORTS FROM VARIOUS DEPARTMENTS 
NONE
* * * * * * * * * *
SECOND HEARING OF CITIZENS 
David Steinmetz, Attorney for Zarin and Steinmetz
Representing Val Santucci, VS Construction for Evergreen Manor. 
Mr. Steinmetz spoke of the proposal in front of the Town Board in new CBC Zone across from the Hudson Valley Hospital Center and the revisions and conditions that they have made and met to get approval from the Town Board allowing them to now bring their project to the Planning Board. They explained all the new modifications and requested they now be allowed to proceed to the next step in the procedure. They had hoped to be on the agenda to be passed on to the Planning Board based on the meeting at the previous work session.
Supervisor Puglisi responded that she has been consistent in her opinion that this project is too dense and grandiose and because of all the lobbying for the road improvements on Lafayette and Rt. 202, she cannot approve of this project. She did not want the Planning Board to think that the Town Board condoned or was comfortable with this plan. She does not want to waste their money as she will be voting no on this proposal.
SECOND HEARING OF CITIZENS, cont.

Councilmember Farrell stated that what has been missing are the viewpoints of the public and attention from the media for their input, that this must be done more publicly.
Councilmember Lindau asked if she understood correctly that even if the Town Board passes it, it is still up to the Planning Board to approve. She stated that the Planning Board is independent and would not be impacted by the Town Board decision.

Tom Wood confirmed this and stated that there isn’t any entitlement to this permit.  

Councilmember Farrell said that passing this along to the Planning Board would be taken as a signal that the Board is comfortable with this plan.

Supervisor Puglisi offered the example of Jacobs Hill and her approval of that particular plan.

Councilmember Becker stated his approval of this plan and offered suggestions regarding moving the project along. He would like to see alternatives to this property.
Supervisor Puglisi concluded that there be an informational meeting with  the residents of the community
* * * * * * * * * *
ADJOURNMENT 

In memory of 9/11/01 and the residents of Cortlandt who lost their lives that day,  William Abrahamson, Thomas Sinton, James Oakley and Joseph Zuccala.”

Councilmember Sloan moved that the meeting be adjourned at 9:20 pm, seconded by Councilmember Becker. 
* * * * * * * * * *

Respectfully Submitted, 

JO-ANN DYCKMAN, 

Town Clerk 
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